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Major international commemoration of 350th anniversary of  

British Naval Battle in Medway 

 A 10-day programme of events commemorating the Battle of Medway 

 Landmark exhibition at The Historic Dockyard Chatham features artefacts from the 

National Maritime Museum, the Royal Collection, the British Library and Rijksmuseum 

 Programme builds to a spectacular finale, Medway in Flames, on the water by 

Upnor Castle 

 

 
 

The Battle of Medway  

8 June – 17 June 2017 

Venues of historic and cultural significance in Medway, Kent  

Medway Council and The Historic Dockyard Chatham today, 30 March, announce a huge 

international programme of events to mark the 350th anniversary of the Battle of Medway. 

The two week festival is the result of Anglo-Dutch collaboration at the highest level and the opening 

will be marked with the tandem appearance of ships from both the British Royal Navy and 

Netherlands Royal Navy. It will culminate in a spectacular visual event on 17 June taking place on 



 

the River Medway, retelling the battle through ‘Medway in Flames’ involving big screens, a large 

water screen, digital projection, pyrotechnics, fireworks and character recreation. 

A landmark exhibition at The Historic Dockyard Chatham brings together for the first time an 

extraordinary array of Dutch and British art, literature, historic manuscripts and objects on loan from a 

number of national and international museums, including the National Maritime Museum, and the 

Rijksmuseum.  

The exhibition will include the original manuscript of John Evelyn’s diary on loan from The British 

Library. Evelyn was a contemporary of Samuel Pepys and worked as a Commissioner of the Sick and 

Hurt Board during the Battle of Medway. Although Pepys documented the battle in his diaries, Evelyn 

provides the only eye witness account; from his position on the ‘hill above Gillingham’ Evelyn 

produced a sketch depicting the raid that he sent to Pepys in London. Other significant loans 

include ‘Holmes’s Bonfire’, by Willem van de Velde the Elder, on loan from The Royal Collection. 

Further loans of international significance will be announced in the lead-up to the festival opening.  

Organised by Medway Council and The Historic Dockyard Chatham, the extensive programme will 

feature a series of one-off exhibitions across art, music, literature, history, VIP visits, performances and 

educational activities, culminating in a specially-commissioned river-based finale by Upnor Castle.  

Programme highlights include:  

 Battle of Medway International Exhibition: An exhibition on the Battle of Medway at The 

Historic Dockyard Chatham, with a range of artefacts on loan from national and 

international institutions (8 June to 3 September)  

 

 Visits to Historic Vessels: Many of the local and visiting Dutch heritage vessels will be open to 

the public throughout the festival at Basins 1 and 2 and other river locations (throughout) 

 

 Dickens Festival: Major three day festival in historic Rochester to commemorate the life of 

Charles Dickens and celebrate his links with Medway through parades, talks and readings (9 

to 11 June)  

 

 Family Fun: A number of family friendly activities will run throughout the festival, from Dutch 

tile painting workshops, youth football matches and storytelling sessions in Medway’s main 

libraries. The festival’s very own friendly rat character, Samuel Squeaks, will also be on hand 

to help younger visitors learn more about the Battle of Medway. He’ll reveal how he grew up 

in London during the plague, fled the great fire and ended up on board a ship on that 

fateful day in June 1667!  

 

 Sporting events: The Dutch and English will go head to head once again with a range of 

sporting events, from rowing to handball. The programme includes sitting volleyball where, 

fresh from Rio, Paralympic qualifying teams from the Netherlands and Canada will take on 

Great Britain in a thrilling three day tournament (Medway Park, 9 to 11 June) 

 

 Royal Marine Band concert: A unique collaboration from the Dutch and UK Royal Marine 

bands who will perform at the St Georges Centre, Chatham (10 June) 

 

 Of Friendships and Fire:  A display of new works by five Medway-based artists, pushing the 

boundaries of contemporary printmaking to produce pieces that explore the stories of the 

Battle of Medway. The works, which will be displayed in Rochester Art Gallery and Rochester 



 

Cathedral, are inspired by the Guildhall Museum’s collection of 18th century Dutch artefacts 

connected to raid (2 June to 27 August) 

 

 Medway in Flames: In a spectacular river based finale, a specially commissioned 

dramatisation of the events leading up to the raid will be screened against the momentous 

backdrop of Upnor Castle (17 June) 

The summer’s festivities in Medway will not only honour one of the most significant moments in Anglo-

Dutch military history, but celebrate the hundreds of years of friendship and co-operation between 

the two nations since the conclusion of the Anglo-Dutch wars.  

In the Netherlands, Tocht Naar Chatham is celebrated with great pride and Michiel de Ruyter, who 

led the raid and scored several victories against the English and French, is one of the most 

celebrated and beloved Admirals in Dutch History, nicknamed Bestaveêr (grandfather) by his 

soldiers and sailors.    

The Battle of Medway is one of the most important unknown battles in the UK’s history and took 

place in 1667, during the Second Anglo-Dutch War. The Dutch launched a daring assault on the 

British upon the River Medway at Chatham near to the Historic Dockyard, destroying their fleet and 

stealing the HMS Royal Charles, whose stern piece is still displayed in Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum. 

The battle had great national and international significance and was recorded painstakingly by one 

of Britain’s most famous diarists, Samuel Pepys, who worked as a naval administrator at the time. 

Although a humiliating defeat for Britain, Pepys was spurred by the Dutch victory to transform the 

British Navy through huge investment in new ships and dockyards. This laid the foundation of British 

supremacy at sea for the next 200 years and contributed to Britain’s economic success and the 

growth of the empire.  

For further information, images or interview requests please contact Four Colman Getty: 

Alice.Furse@fourcolmangetty.com / 020 3697 4253 

Nisha.emich@fourcolmangetty.com / 020 3697 4259 

 

Notes to editors: 

 Medway is the largest urban area in the South East outside of London with great connections 

to London and an ever-changing landscape set for extensive regeneration over the coming 

years. The towns of Rochester Chatham, Gillingham, Rainham and Strood make up Medway, 

and together offer diverse communities, rich history, extensive green spaces, valuable 

business platforms and an array of social scenes and great places to visit. 

 

 Medway Council serves more than 270,000 residents across the towns of Rochester, 

Chatham, Gillingham, Rainham and Strood. The authority, which turns 20 next year, is 

dedicated to delivering high quality services and giving its customers value for money. The 

council has achieved a lot in two decades to make Medway a place to be proud of, and 

supporting the people who live there to realise their potential. Regeneration has transformed 

the area, and over the coming years Medway will achieve its vision of becoming a leading 

waterfront university city of 330,000 people, noted for its revitalised urban centres, and its 

stunning natural and historic assets, and countryside – making it an even more desirable 

place to live, work, learn, visit and do business. 
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 The Historic Dockyard Chatham: (www.thedockyard.co.uk) is the only place in the world that 

lets you explore a complete dockyard from the age of sail and beyond. It’s a unique 

destination that celebrates Great Britain’s magnificent maritime past and unmatched 

contribution to the Royal Navy’s shipbuilding excellence that led to worldwide command of 

the oceans.  

 

Chatham offers unrivalled access to the ships that shaped the world, from a Victorian anti-

slavery sailing ship, to a Second World War Destroyer or a Cold War submarine and the stories 

of the people who made them. From Chatham’s historic buildings, from the Commissioner’s 

House and officers’ quarters to the remarkable Georgian ropery, where the rigging for HMS 

Victory was made, to its collection of maritime archaeology, the Dockyard forms an 

indispensable part of Britain’s naval history and its national heritage.  

 

As a fully accredited museum, The Historic Dockyard Chatham Trust collects, preserves, 

researches and exhibits objects and materials connected with the history of the dockyard 

and its people. It studies the development of Royal Navy warship design, construction and 

the use of the River Medway by the Royal Navy. Visitors to and users of The Historic Dockyard 

Chatham are fundamental to its purpose and the economic reuse of the site and its 

buildings. Its staff and volunteers play a vital role in providing a high level of service and 

customer care. The Trust is also involved in the on-going regeneration of Medway and The 

Thames Gateway, with Culture and Heritage at its heart.   

 

 Medway Council and The Historic Dockyard Chatham are grateful for the generous support 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund which has provided funding to deliver aspects of the Battle of 

Medway project.   

 

 

http://www.thedockyard.co.uk/

